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Saturday afternoon the English took down the masts of their
pinnaces and boats; on observing which the general summoned a
council to determine what to do, of which council deponent knows
nothing except that he heard that in view of the enemy's very great
strength and since the general had only 80 effectives and could not
defend the fort because it was weak, made of timbers, and since if
these men died the Indians would kill the women and children, the
general [was of the opinion that the garrison should withdraw] and
so they retired to where the women were.

The English held the fort seven days and burned the town and
razed everything, even the maizefields, at the end of which time they
withdrew.

. . . He signed his name and is about 30 years old; and he heard
that the English carried off the artillery and the contents of the
royal chest...

Document No. 44*
[Gabriel de Luxan and Diego Fernandez de Quinones to
the Grown, Havana, July i, 1586]
(P-i)                                        +
Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty
Monday, the last of June, at one o'clock in the day, a small
launch entered this harbour which Pedro Men^ndez Marquez,
Your Majesty's governor and captain general of the provinces of
Florida, sent with news that on June 6 the corsair Francis Drake
appeared off San Agustin with all his fleet. Observing his strength
and realizing his own inability to resist the enemy, after the English
began to batter the fort and he had done his duty, Pedro Men&idez
Marque'z was compelled to retire with all his garrison, and so he
did, in order to go to the relief of what was left of San Agustin. For
as soon as the English came down upon the fort, the Indians began
1 A. de /., 54-2-4, Santo Domingo 126. zpliegos, original. Duplicated in 42-1-8/3*
Contrataci6n 5108, in despatches dated July 2 and addressed to the House of Trade
by Fernandez de Quinones alone.